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From:
To:
Date:

Subject:

H 53-95
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0c1
<JeneaneL@aol.com> DOC,’( T ! 1E o0 3% m
P Y RGN e oo o
: ]
Re: Children's Programming and MM Docket 93 - 48 OFFICE OF SECRETARY SSI0H

MM Docket 93-48 Just wanted to let you know how much it means to us when we see a child with disabilities
included in childrens' TV. Our seven year old loves to see other children, like her sister, who have Down syndrome
and our five year old is always so excited to see someone like her. It seems to me that disability parity is just as
important as racial or gender parity.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jeneane Lunn
13 Franklin St

Montpelier, VT 05602
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alessi1@®ic3.i DOC v ~
:ro?m ;:G-Mé:&;::)ﬁhm.edw KE ! iiE VOF FH j?jOwN FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Date: 10/4/95 8:40pm i OFFICE OF SECRETARY
Subject: comments to fcc

| feel that the regulation of television is needed. According to an American Psychological organization that
looked at aimost one thousand studies, research has indicated that there is an association between the viewing of
violent material and agressive behavior.(Parents Magazine, Januaty 1893 v68 n1 page 1186)

Children watch television and absorb what they see. Then,they agressively act on their ideas which they
receive from influential television programming.

| believe that children’s programming should be educational. From the moming till 6:00pm in the evening,
television should contain programs that enlighten children and young adults. Children should be exposed to
television programs that give them knowledge. They should also be introduced to programs that give them a
realistic portrayl of life.

Children must begin to understand that society is not like the widely acclaimedprime time drama Melrose
Place or the half hour situation comedy Friends.

For example, Melrose Place gives many children the idea that every "twentysomething” has to be beautiful
and promiscuous to achieve a desired goal.Infedelity is also made out to be some kind of trend on Melrose Place
and other series which gives young adults the idea that it is alright to engage in such activity.

Many children also are influenced by the television sitcom Friends.

Friends gives an unrealistic account of a young adult's life. People in real life have to go to work, instead of hanging
around their apartment all day engaging in frivolous behavior, just like most of the cast members.

More importantly, it is crucial that parents take charge and begin to control what their children are viewing.
It is their responsibility to tell their children what is worthwhile to view on television. It is also the parents who should
guide their children and make them aware that what television portrays does not reflect real life.

| do believe that the FCC's job is to regulate television, but it is impossible to ban every explicit program
and film. Again this where the parent must take CHARGE. It is their decision to enforce what is viewable and what
is not. Parents may also want to watch educational television with their children to make it seem more exciting.

Edward Alessi
ithaca College
953 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY 14850

CC: FCCMAIL.SMTP("massmedia@iiber.ithaca.edu")
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From: Patricia L Dedert <pldeder@erenj.com>/([' F /LE C:}" YA, 00] 5 m
To: A16.A16(kidstv) VRO e
Date: 10/5/85 9:07am “%. FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Subject: MM Docket 93-48 OFFICE OF SECRETARY

1t would be WONDERFUL if we occasionally saw someone you might think of as

"a little weird" due to leaming disabilities, communication/perceptual handicaps, etc., as incidental characters on TV
shows. We are seeing more special features that focus on such characters and their families (e.g.,

David's Mother) and they are great, but they focus on the problems. To see families and neighbors incidentally,
casually interacting with a kid who is

"a littie slow,” not a smart-mouth, wise-cracker could do a lot to raise consciousness. There are many families out
there who are are dealing with kids outside of the mainstream, in special education, and it would be great to feel
represented in the popular media.

Sincerely,

Patricia L. Dedert
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To: A16.A16(kidstv)
Date: 10/4/85 10:10pm

Subject: MM Docket 93-48 FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

| would like to comment about including people with disabilities in children's television programs. OFFICE OF SECRETARY

| have two children with disabilities that are very different, but these two disabilities are more prevalent in the schools
today. My 10 year old daughter has autism and mental retardation and my 5 year old son has attention deficit
disorder. | am enjoying the programs that include people with disabilities. For my children, this makes them feel as
though they aren't very much different than any other child. [ feel that this also helps a great many children realize
that children with disabilities are very much like they are.

Fewer children with disabilities are being kept at home in this time than in the years past. As a result, people are
interacting more and accepting differences more. But for the schools and communiities that do not have special
needs families, they are not able to understand that each child is the same.

| feel that more programs need to include children with a variety of disabilities.

Diane Pusieski
Wilsonville, Oregon
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7819 Chelsea Street O m

Ruxton, Md. 21204 < § ')

October 3, 1995 2 5 B

Federal Communications Commission ™ in -
Washington, D.C. 20554 %1 . Ifﬁ:
RE: Docket # MM93-48 {2 -

Dear Sirs/Madams:

I am writing you to encourage you to pass new requirements for commercial television stations to
provide at least three hours of educational/instructional programming per week. I would prefer
that the stations be required to provide at least 14 hours of such programming per week.

As the parent of four young children, I have been horrified by what is broadcast daily on
television, and particularly by what the networks believe are “family programs.” I banned my
children from watching any network television after viewing, with them, on ABC’s Friday evening
“TGIF” line-up, which is supposedly a series of four shows designed for kids, a family sitcom in
which a college professor gave a boy an “A” on a paper because she thought he “had a cute butt”
and intended to “show him what a teacher’s pet could be”. Then, after my five-year old told me
that “boys are better than girls -- that’s right, isn’t it Mom?” I began to search out reasons for his
belief -- I work outside the home, my husband shares chores and responsibilities, etc.-- I centered
my attention on the television shows he had been watching on Nickelodeon. I realized that all of
the shows had boys as main characters, and any girls were characterized as either dingbats or
nasty. My husband and I decided to cancel our cable service.

I don’t have a single friend with children who is not extremely upset about the quality of
children’s programming offered on network and cable television. As a friend put it, the quality of
most of these shows are like comic books. When our children turn on the television, their choices
are the equivalents of a newspaper, an adult paperback, or a comic book. Shouldn’t they be
offered other literary choices? I worry about what views of life our kids are getting by what they
see on TV. Most of the characters are wealthy, they use crude language, behave in sexually
inappropriate ways, and have you noticed that most of the parents are portrayed as stupid or at
the very least, innocuous? There is so much to learn and know and explore, and our children
don’t get much of a chance to do it through television.

Sincerely,

Yt b~

Pat Mochel
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rom: <cmcequin .ithaca.edu> OP 0
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To: The Federal Communications Commission G gf”c&ggg%%‘{,”“'ss"’"

Re: ChildrenUs television programming

| am a freshman jounalism major at Ithaca College in upstate New York concemed with the media and legislature
regarding it. Recently, the professor in my mass media course assigned us the task of finding and reading
academic joumnal articles regarding chiidrenUs television programming. Through this search, | leamed a great deal
about the issues and questions surrounding childrenUs television. | also came up with my own opinions on the
matter.

There were many instants of government funding for childrenUs television cited in the various articles. Questions
were raised as to how much should be spent on childrenUs programming, and if there should be any expenditure at
all. The V-chip was brought up numerous times, sometimes implying a future for an S{ex)-chip and a
L(anguage)-chip. One thing stood out above all and made the most sense to myself personally: family
responsibility.

One article from the Journal of Contemporary Human Services illustrated the logic behind beginning childrenUs
programming with family and education in mind. The piece described the importance of parents and guardians, or
teachers being able to supervise their children or students in what is being viewed. Government cannot be the
ultimate watchdog in media; something can and wiil slip by the boards. And neither do all parents care to know
what the kids are watching these days. What could be tolerant to one family may be completely out of the question
to another.

But in order for those parents who do care and teachers to set aside the time to play the role of gatekeeper for their
children, it heips to seem like something diversionary. In the 1980s, pure devotion to a childUs future as a healthy,
happy human being is simply not enough to motivate parents. Between taking the kids to practice and cooking
dinner, the average family will not easily have the time to monitor childrenUs television. When a mother or father
can squeeze a glance at the television between chores to sit down with their children, it helps to be something they
wonUt mind.

Thus, it would be a great step to create childrenUs television programming with a family audience in mind. Then the
broadcast times of these shows must be made known to parents in such a way that itis obvious. Certainly,
programs like RBarmeyS may have some educational merit for children, it ioses that certain appeal for adults.
Perhaps this is one area that could use some developmental research if not funding.

Setting this aside, | really admire the effort that the FCC is taking to gather the public opinion on the issue of

childrenUs television programming. It proves alot to me of the responsibility that is taken by the Commission and
put into the people. On the behaif of America, we appreciate the outlet for our own ideas.
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